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» ry of the Commitment of Lewd Women at London. The Deficiencies of the Laws 
a aint Vice, &c. The Irregular Practice of keeping Publick Hloufes. 
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From Saturtiay March tie 13¢b, to 


Cileonesvay Marck thie 197th, 1703. * 








Country m. Mie Obfervator,| cag now 

. according ¢0 my own 

, : Knowlédpe, give you an 
Account of the-happy Effet of H@F Majeltics 

) proclamation againft Vice, Propbanefs, &c. 1 had 
cccsfionh this Jonfney to goto Weftminfter, 
pafling thro” Sr. tins- Lang, ‘I faw a great 

Crowd at a Church-Gor, and enquiring the oc- 
cafion of fach a Concourfe of Pédple, | was told, 
fox tear of LewdWeinci, to the num 

. ber of 6G Odd, Were then upon Examination be- 
# fore the Bench of Joftices, Affembled for that 

Porpofe in the Church-Veftry. “It feems the Jufti- 
ces,fn Obedience to Her Majefties Proclamation, 

shad the Night-before {pread their Net, and had 

“caught all thefe Ladies atgone haw! in that Li- 
berty,sho’ ’twasthere faid, They were not one 
Tenth part of the Lewd Women of Weftminfier, 
for only thé poor Ones are Caged, the Others 
have wherewithal to Porchafe their Liberty of 

‘a fortdf Fellows they fhow’d me there in Blew- 

P Coats, with long Staves in.their Hands. 

* The general Difcourfe there, was that all 
thefe ‘were committed to Her Majefties 
Pound, the Bride-well in Tuttle-fields; and I ha- 
ving the Guriofity to fee fo many.of Crefswells 
Children in one place, | got an honeft Gentle- 
man of my Acquaintance in We/tminfter, to give 
me a view of their Whorefhips the next Morn- 
ing, when, tomy great Griet,I found but 15 or 
16of the Sixty odd in Bride-weB, my Friend 
and my felf being defirous to have fome Dif- 
courfe with thefe Creatures beg’d a few Minutes 
Refpite from the Hemp-Block for two orthree 
of them, and over a Quartern of Brandy and a 

 Bot-of Ale, we excmined into their Lives and 
Converfations, which bronght them to that Scan- 
dal; they were not afham’d to own themfelves 

‘to be Whores, but faid ie was their Profeffion, 

. anda Trade they had learn’; nor were they a- 
tham’d of beating Hemp, or the Difcipline of 
Whipping, for 1 found it was a common thing 
to them, they efteem’d it neither a Scandal nor 

. ment, but a Misfortune common to their 
Employment. 

5 Theyenter into that Profeffion of Vice very 
Young, when the Devi! Tempts moft, and when 
the Immaturity of their Age and Reafon ren- 
dersthem Incapable of making a Vigorous De- 
fence of theit Chaftity. One of ’em was very 
handfome and not above Ni and had been 
a jilt above three Years, the firft was reduced 

by a Perfon who kept her fome time ; but up- 
on his Marriage with a Fortune, lefrber, and 
then fhe tarn'd a common Strumpet. Any Per- 
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Reform her felf, fhe {wore fhétwould be aWbore 
as long asfhe'liv'd; and telling her of the Pious 
Care Her Majefty had taken of her Soul; fhe 
faid it Was quite contrary, and tended to her 
Damnation: For, fays fhe, the Expence ] am at 
in this Confinement mujft 1 make good by Speedy 
Repéated Commiffion of Sins when I am at Liber- 
ty: She faid, The Oucen would do better to gier 
Toleration for Whoring, for which we would pay 
a good Tax to the Publick. I am, faid the, brought 
tothis Houfe, and other Places of Labour and Cor- 
rection, at leaft four times @ Year, which cofts me 
20S. atime, which is 4}. a Year, now, faid the, 
I am willing to give the Queen 81. a Year for a 
Licence, ~——— ud bow much Money may be raifed 
at 81. a Head for every Whore in England? 1 
fmil'd to my felf at the Coftceit of this Witty 
Wacked One; but I replyed, Her Majefty had no 
Occafion of fuch Money, her Honeft Subjetts 
took care to fupply her Treafury with better® 
Aids. She very readily reply’d, By this Means, we 
are able to maintain a good Army, and {hall always 
keep ’em Recruited with our own Baftards , fo that 
in 20 Years time we {hall pay this Tax for the fup- 
port of our own Children.| asked her how fhe came 
firft to be Debauched: She faid, Jt was done by 
a great Gamefier about Town, who allowed ber Se- 
ven Guineas a Week, which then. would not keep ber, 


with much lefs. 

I found by their Difcourfe that they are In- 
ftructed in the Art of Whoring by Old Bawds, 
who feduce thefe Girls from Services, and their 
Parengs,Families, intothe High-Road to Hell. 
I thought at that Time of what you were fay- 


for I found that.Place is the common Haun 

thefe Miferable Wretches. They did not once 
refle& on their Folly er Sin; nay, not on their, 
prefent Labour of beating of Hemp, or thepro- 


their Confinement, as hind’ring them from the 
Pleafures of the Play-boufe. And the moft Wick® 
ed of the Girls, did aver, That let the moft Vir- 
tuous Womaii in England ule the Play-boufe but 
one Week, fhe would of Neceflity turn Whore 
the next. | ask’d ‘em the Reafon why fo few of 
‘em were Committed out of fo many taken ?. 
They anfwer’d, Becaufe they bad good- Luck, fome- 
times it bad been their Luck to efcape, when thofe who 
now efcap’d bad been fent to the Houfe of Corredtion, 
They faid, They knew moft of ’em to be Whores, 
but they bad their Friends about em. Some of ’em 
pafs’d as Married Women, and their Children were 
Produced; And this they faid was a common 





fon might have been deceived in this deluded 
Girl; the had 2s much Modefty as ever I faw in 


One Face, and I really pitied her being a Whore. 
The other was Ordloary and very impudent 


thing, when one Whore was to be brought before 
a Juftice, for another to borrow a Child, and 
bring it thither, and fo make her pafs for a Mar- 
ried Woman, whofe Husband was at Sea, or in 





and when we perfwaded her to live Honeft a 


the 


. Mumb. 94. 


V A:T OR. 


tho’ fince be bas caft ber off, fhe bas beew contented — 


ing t’other Day in Relation to the Play-Houfes ; . 


fpc& of a Flogging, but much they Lamented . 


ms one — 
senate: canines Yaien iti ciaiiidi betta (rene Ng er mo -” 
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dreadand fear, and gs they,acceunt Seay 


= 
the Army. They told us abundatice of Stories 
of the Corruption-ot Officers, how they have 
' been Debauch‘d by the very Conftables, who have, 
been charged to carry them tothe House of Cor 
rcGton,@nd alfo by the Reformation Men, as they 
calid them. | have wy'd any longa 
i believe, thefe Mipirelfed ts would 
difebvered the whole courfe of their Sadie 
Pragice. Bet wiat b have remembered is 
MaterialLhave told you, thereby to engage you 
in a farth@Y Difcourfe of R@ermation of Aann@s, 
than which, fiéthing can Demore Advantagious 
co Our Sinful Lagi * 

Obf. I: fignifies nothing what’ you and I fay 
*on this Subjedts n4y, Mtr Majefties Pious Care 
of Reformation Per repeated roclamation as 
gaint Vice ad Prepbanefs, fignifies nothing if the 
Bent and Inclination of the People be againfbit, 
or if theif’Mfhds are eniploy’d en other Objects 
more fuitabJéto their Depraved Naturesfand 
pal of their Minds : Wehad ,you kgow, 

any Months laft pafPour Land turn’d into 

+ eater, on Which the Quarrel of Occafioga} 
‘Conformity was fo long Corite/ted, that the Cud- 
gels were at laft croft, ou “Authors being weary 
of the Fight, ahd out ‘of Breath ; ‘but if you ob- 

© ferv’d, Hone; Counfy-man, during the whole 
Seffion of Parliament, yeu and I could get not 
fo muctas One Book written either by Layman 

%. or Clergy, againft Debauchery, Atheifm, and Pro- 

: phanefs, and all dna Pradices, whereby they 
+ @ight have excited our Reprefentatives te an 
Enquiry into the Defigiencies of the Laws alrea- 


dy made agairtit Vice and Lewdnefs, and have en- - 


"couraged the Legi/Mative Power inthe making of 
New Laws for the effeCtual Suppreffion of all 
manner of Jmrorality. When Her Majefty in 
Her moft Gracious Speeches to both Houjfes of 
Parliament, and in Her Declaration declar’d Her 
ftedfaft Refolution to Maintain the Church of 
England in Her Ri bts and Priviledges, and alfo 
to Maintain the Toleration of Proteftant Diffen- 
ters.as Eftablifh’d by Law,the Clergy of both Par- 
tiefcan Aadrefs Her Majefty on this Account ; 
“bat I don’t remember that any of them yet 
have Addrefsd Her Majefty for Her great care 
of Religion in the Suppreflion of Vice, which is fo 
Pious an Undertaking in our traly Religious Pro- 
teftent Queen, that on this Account oght 
‘tobe Addrefs'd in Letters of Gold sand even in 
. Her Life dime 2 Statue ought to be Erected to 
He Pious Memory. 
he Laws already made againit Vice, if duly 
ted, would in fomé Meafure reftrain the 
pare “of Lewdnefs in our Nation, But there 
Deficiencies in wibies Poor Tt m ed 
good by the Legiflative Power. The 
t to be Ponithable a as the Women for Sins 
of Uncleannefs, The Scandal of beating of Hemp, 
of being Wbipt in Bridewell, would more terrific 
the Beau-T own- Bulls, than ‘all the Judgments in 
the Scriptures Denounced againft Wbore-mon- , 
gers and Adulterers , i are invifible and fa. 
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, tare Panifhments, bat the block and the whip = 
in View ; and fince the Notion of Honour has 
fwpplanted that of Religion ion fome Men 

Se : their a 
not efteem a Scandal, 
areca eae ee 
in theirDeb to he 
fach by the jult La of the Law, wha hey | 





face 
and Women; thefe Perfons a 





. the Badge of the Parifhi, But now our Vint- 





| Lay and wemuft all Jogg homewards, but at 









dalowi@. 






t Deficiency | is, the nor in 
arbour, Enteftain or Jenigh i 
wally Guilty 


Te others, as being the Abetcorsof hede. 
nefs.they ape Principalsin the gif,ahd. ough: ,, | 





come qnder the: Cognizance oft eoLaw. Who 
is che moit Guilty, the Old d ctiat Keeps the 
NES in 


fe, and inftruécts the Young ewe, 


ee Way s of geen or the Young Ones tha 
follaw a pia ‘eGo ature wader the 
Comtudt OF 5 he Bawd. | think 
the Edge of the oe oughetabe directed 22 3inft 
thefe Cinders of Hell, thefe laftruthing Beldames. a 
the a ft Moyers and Liftrumoltts of Uncleanne|s é 
The Laws “p Gafesof High Treafon, make t'x 
Conteiver sept wks. cists Guilty with th» 
Alfaffines ms urder a Crown'd cade” thefs'| 


‘Superannvated. H@iots are ithe Plosgers apaing 


















































Vertue ; and.the Young Lewd Ones are the Ip. 
Siruments with Which it is*A flaffinated : If there 
be Laws 'm Kidnapping . € Peoples 
Children ting them to the Planta. | 
tions. arid: Foreign Counttfies ; “and Laws, 
are thonght thes ft Equitable and Reafonable: 5 | 


much.more ms able is it fO°havethe Get 
Laws Enadted againft the. Kadnapping of €hil- 
drens Souls, becaufe the Soul.igimore valuable, 
than the Body. \ 
It isswithout Dou a fault in the Magifir acy, 
or a Connivance in Headburvoughs, Beadles, aad 
other Officers, that fo many Bawdy- Houses t in the 
Cities of London and Weftminfter ate kept. under 
the Notion of Coffec-Houfes atid; Ale-Aléujes:' 
which | am afraid are a, great (1 don’tfay good)» 


Advantage to fome.fort of Mer panake a 
Gain of other Peoples Sins, If the fle 
tient Laws of this our Realm, which relate to, 


Vidualling- Houfes, were put in; Exg¢cation, it | 
would hon reduce the Multiplicity -of Publick 
Houfes into a narrower Compafs. Our Verit- 
ous and Prudent Progenitors, allow’d none to 
keep a Publick Floufe, but fuch as were reduced to 
Wants in their old Age, in confideratioh of 
which they gave them Liberty to fell Drink, 
and that only ia their own Parifhes, and in Lon 
don, not out of the Ward wherein they had li- 
ved, and were known to the Principal Inhabi- 
tants. No Young Fellows, or Jilts, as now-a- 
days were allowed to keep a Publick» Houfe ; for 
tis a Shame Young Fellows who are fit for the | 
Army or Navy, and Young Wenches, who are 
able to fubfitt by their Labour, fhou’d Bat the | 
Bread of the Aged Poor. In former Times, 
when Vertue Flourifhed in England, a Buth on.a 
Sign, or a Chequer on the Door was.a Token of 
Poverty, and feem’d to be no more in effect thaa 





ners and Ale-Houfe keepers are the top Me 

of the Parith, are generally Parith Officers, ap 

of late Years have got into Commiffion in the 
Militia. are not Confin’d to their ows 
Parithes, but fet wp where they pleafe, If an 
Old Bawd be Routed at Wapping, the removes in’ 
to the City; if difturb’d there, the takes her 


and fo on tovany place, 
where Wien tas had oe I find ic grows 









we will have a little more 
Subje&, 
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Zeném, Printed by 9, Hom, and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Blew. Ball it Avemary- Laie, 1703- 











